Third Sunday of Advent                                                                    December 13,  2015 
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Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice.  Indeed, the Lord is near.
WELCOME TO

THE PARISH UNIT OF

ST. BERNARD’S (Moncton)

SAINT VINCENT (Sackville)

SAINT CLEMENT (Port Elgin)

        & SAINT BARTHOLOMEW (Melrose)
St. Bernard’s: Thursday @ 9:30 AM, Saturday @ 4:00 PM Sunday @ 11:00 AM 

St. Vincent: Sunday @ 9:00 AM

St. Clement's & St. Bartholomew's: Saturday @ 7 PM (alternating)
Priest is available for Confessions prior to Saturday Mass upon request.

PASTORAL MINISTRY TEAM:
Priest Moderator: Rev. Allison S. Carroll            Social Justice:  Claudia McCloskey 

Assistant:  (part-time) Rev. Charles Broderick   Catechetics:  Lorella Dunnett
Liturgy: Rick Shaw, Deb Gillespie                Adult Faith:  Dr. Andrew Wilson
STAFF:
Secretary: Darlene McGraw, sbhf@rogers.com                  Custodian:  Michel Saulnier

Bookkeeper:  Barb Bowes, stbacct@rogers.com   
           Facilities Manager: Mike Murphy 

Catechetical Coordinator:  Lorella Dunnett, lorella_st.bernards@hotmail.com 
OFFICE: 43 Botsford St. Moncton, NB E1C 4W9 Phone 857-0425 Fax 857-9565 

Web Site:  www.stbernardschurch.ca
Monday to Friday: 9 AM–12 PM & 1–4 PM  

Mass Intentions for this Week
Thurs.
Dec. 17th@   9:30 AM—anniv. late Jack & Doris MacLeod          Family
Sat.
Dec. 19th @  4:00 PM—anniv. late Sean Denton
             Norma Jean & Chuck Lavoie
Sun. 
Dec. 20th @11:00AM— anniv. late John Fortin

             Family

OFFERINGS from December 05 & 06, 2015
Regular Envelopes  $ 7,860.00 Loose $ 537.05 Karing Kitchen $ 49.49 Capital Expenditure $ 920.00
Christmas Flowers  $ 610.00  People in Need  $ 620.00 Refugee Crisis $ 360.00 
Christmas Boxes $ 1,030.00 Christmas Offering $ 125.00 New Years Day $100.00
1Thank you for your generous and continued support! 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS
· Carmelites - 3rd Tuesday of the Month @ 7 PM
· RCIA - Restarts Wednesdays, January 6 @ 7 PM 
· Circle of Friends - Restarts Thursday, January 14
· Craft Group - Restarts, Tuesday, Jan. 12, 1-3 PM - Church Hall  
· Next Baptism Preparation - Tuesdays, January 5 & 12, 2016
· Next Baptisms - Sunday, Jan. 31 @ 2 PM
· Advent Penitential Services - See note in bulletin
· Advent Evening Prayer - 7 PM - Thursday,  Dec. 17 
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IN THE EVENT OF  A STORM OR INCLEMENT WEATHER CANCELLATIONS WILL BE NOTED ON:

ST. BERNARD'S WEBSITE:  www.stbernardschurch.ca

OR BY CALLING OUR PHONE LINE @ 857-0425
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Help us keep the air we share healthy & fragrance free.

St. Bernard's Parish encourages all users of our place of worship, meeting rooms and parish office to refrain from using scents.  
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Joib us for Evening Prayer



Ecclesiastes 3…Under every season there is a time…A TIME TO HEAL…we remember in our prayers  those who are sick...

Sandra Cluney, Jaime Bulmer,  & Teresa Chase.
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A TIME TO MOURN…our sincere sympathies to the families of:
Patrick Murphy, brother of Suzanne McCabe & Terrance Murphy
Austin Fearon, husband of Esther Fearon
Joseph Lorette, brother of Gerald Lorette

and to all those who mourn the loss of a loved one...
Lions recycle for Sight - Changing Lives, One Pair at a Time
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Used eyeglasses are recycled, cleaned, sorted by prescription strength, then packaged and  distributed to people in need in developing countries where they will have the greatest impact.  A Lions Recycle for Sight box will be at the main entrance of the church for you to drop off unwanted eyeglasses.
DONATIONS TO THE PARISH  - YEAR END
All donations must be received prior to December 31st
if they are to be included in the 2015 tax year.
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ADVENT PENITENTIAL SERVICES 
St. Bernard's - Sunday - Dec. 13th @ 2 PM
St. Augustine's (Queen of All Saints Unit) Monday, Dec. 21st @ 7 PM
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Offices of Faith Development, Liturgy

& Youth Faith Development
Contact information:
Ellen - 857-9952 or ellen.diocesemoncton@gmail.com
Trevor - 857-4879 or trevord.diocese@gmail.com                                       Deb at liturgymoncton@gmail.com
Theology on Tap:  Our Theology on Tap speakers series for young adults scheduled for Monday, Nov. 22nd (Transformation:  Not Just the Bread & Wine) was rescheduled due to inclement weather.  It will now take place on Monday, Feb. 22nd.  Watch your bulletin for announcements about upcoming Theology on Tap sessions in Jan. and Feb. 
Invitation to all the faithful of the Archdiocese of Moncton: On Dec. 13, during the regular Sunday mass at 11 AM, at the Our Lady of the Assumption Cathedral we will proclaim the launching of the Holy Year of Mercy and will designate and open a “holy door”.  The mass will be in French; the celebration for the opening of the Year of Mercy will be bilingual and presided by Archbishop Valéry Vienneau.   Welcome to all. 

	Faith Development at St. Bernard's
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Catechism Schedule - December

	Years
	Time 
	Day/Date

	1 through 7
	9:30 - 10:45 AM
	Sunday -  December 13

	1, 2, 3, 7
	12:15 - 1:30 PM
	Sunday  - December 13

	4, 5, & 6 
	6:30 - 7:45 PM
	Tuesday - December 15

	Sunday, December 20 - All years - Advent Celebration at 11 AM Mass

	December 27 and January 3 - Christmas Break - No classes
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St. Bernard's year seven catechism group held a personal hygiene drive to help the homeless.  Many necessary personal hygiene items were gathered and donated to the YMCA Reconnect Program.   Reconnect have extended their sincere thanks for these items.  These items are a great help to those in need.  Great job year 7's!
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CWL Annual Reports Due by Dec. 31st.

Please submit to Donna Shaw in 3 copies.

[image: image14.jpg]iNBERCESSION




Next Craft Group Gathering  - Tues., January 12 - 1 - 3 PM in the  Church Hall. All ladies of the parish are very welcome to attend.
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As a result of their dedication & hard work at this year's Holly Tea, St. Bernard's Catholic Women's League have generously contributed $ 2,000.00 towards St. Bernard's Capital Expenditure Fund.  Sincere thanks.
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The Story of the Travelling Mittens:  As the chilly days of Dec. approach, a familiar site for our Advent season will be the return of the Advent Mitten Tree near the main entrance. For many years, parishioners have brought mittens, scarves, hats, socks, in all colors & sizes to keep those who need them warm. Some have been made by hand, some have been chosen by hand, either way, they give warmth to the giver & the receiver. These items do some travelling to reach their destination. Some go in the Christmas Boxes, some go to Crossroads for Women, some to Reconnect, & some to local schools with children in need. It seems like a simple gift, but it has great care in it. Thank you all for your contributions.

Calling All Knitters:   Yarn has been donated for knitters who wish to make hats, mittens, etc. for the Advent Mitten Tree. If you wish to do some knitting, you can pick up the yarn at the rectory office. Thank you to all the dedicated knitters past & present.
The MetroTones Pop Chorus  members were able to give $11,000 to the Food Depot Alimentaire, a $1,000 cheque to the Ray of Hope Kitchen and a $1,000 cheque to the Karing Kitchen from the proceeds at their Sold Out Christmas Charity concert as well as collecting 5,040 lbs. of food for the food banks. The chorus appreciates  your support for this cause.
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Syrian Refugee Meeting
A meeting was held on Sunday, December 6, 2015 at St. Bernard's to present information on how local Community groups and Churches could participate in the Syrian refugee program. Since any action taken by Saint Bernard's Church will mean a involvement from a number of parishioners, it was agreed that a further meeting should be held on Sunday, January 17th, 2016 to outline expectations and further details of the program.  For those interested in this Social Justice initiative, could you mark your calendars now for this important upcoming meeting. 
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Donations for Syrian Refugees:  The donations received to date have been submitted to the diocese so that they can be processed and forwarded to the federal government to meet the deadline for having them matched.  Any further donations that come in will be gratefully received and kept here to facilitate work done with the refugees by our parish. Thank you for your kind support.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - COUNCIL 11985 - 91 MURPHY AVE.

Brunch - Sunday, December 20, 8 AM to 12 NOON

Adults - $ 8.00, under 12 - $ 2.00, 5 and under free.  All are welcome
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Remembering our Deceased Family and Friends 

with Christmas Flowers
Once again this year, you are invited to make monetary donations for our Christmas floral arrangements in memory of deceased loved ones.  All monies contributed will be used to purchase flowers that will decorate our church throughout the Christmas season.  If you would like to donate funds for Christmas flowers in memory of a loved one you may do so by completing the information below & placing it with your donation in a plain envelope.  That envelope can be put into the collection basket at mass or dropped off at the office. Names will be in the Christmas bulletin.  Thank you to all those who donate to this yearly project.  
In Memory of: 







 


Donated by:   











Address:        










Envelope #    



Amount donated $



[image: image21.jpg]Sweet little Jesus boy,
help us to remember who you really are.

“This is how God showed his love
for us:
God sent his one and only son into
the world to give us life.”
1 John 4:9




Advent Evening Prayer:  Christians are called in baptism to be people of prayer, to pray always, praising God and pleading for the world.  Our priest-moderator, Fr. Carroll, encourages us at the beginning of Advent to be more cognizant of prayer during the Advent season.  Why not try gathering with the faith community for Evening Prayer?  It only takes up a half hour of your time.  We follow the format for Evening Prayer that is offered in our Catholic Book of Worship.  

St. Bernard’s parishioners are invited and encouraged to gather for our last Advent Evening Prayer at 7 PM Thursday evening December 17.
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Schedule for Advent, Christmas, 

New Year’s Eve & New Year's Day
St. Bernard's - Evening Prayer:   Thursday, December 17 @ 7 PM 

Christmas Eve (Thursday  - December 24)

St. Bernard’s 

   5 PM (family Mass), 8 PM & 10 PM

St. Clement's, Port Elgin   6 PM

St. Vincent’s, Sackville 
   8 PM

Christmas Morning (Friday) - December 25)
St. Bernard’s 

 11 AM

New Year's Eve (Thursday - December 31)
St. Bernard's

   6 PM

St. Vincent's, Sackville
   7 PM (includes both St. Clement's & St. Bartholomew's)

New Year's Day (Friday  - January 1) - St. Bernard's @ 11 AM
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PROCLAMATION FOR THE LAUNCHING
OF THE HOLY YEAR OF MERCY
December 8, 2015 to November 20, 2016
Dear brothers and sisters in faith,
Greetings, peace and joy!   On the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the closing of the Second
Vatican Council, an event that had a profound impact on our Church during the past century,
and on this Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Pope Francis
decreed an extraordinary Jubilee dedicated to Divine Mercy. The Holy Year will begin on
December 8th and will conclude on November 20th, 2016, on the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus
Christ, King of the Universe.
May we enter with fervour into the celebration of this special jubilee which will provide us an
opportunity to cross the threshold of the "Door of Mercy" and to experience once more the joy
of a personal encounter with the Risen Christ.
Strengthened and nourished with the Word of God, may the various activities organized
throughout the coming year help us to discover the greatness of God's love, so as to be able to
profess our faith with enthusiasm and renewed conviction.
Even in our hectic daily routines, may this time of grace strengthen us in our witness of mercy to
those seeking God. May the works of mercy carried out during this Jubilee year help to spread
peace, justice and charity in our society.
May this Year of Mercy inspire the Church to a more generous response to those on the
peripheries of our world.
In communion with Pope Francis and with all the Churches around the world, from this
Cathedral Church of Our Lady of the Assumption, I, Valery Vienneau, your brother and
Archbishop, hereby launch the Holy Year of Mercy 2015-2016 in our Archdiocese.
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Fraternally yours in faith,
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Most Reverend Valéry Vienneau
Archbishop of Moncton
Given on this eighth day of December, in the year of our Lord 2015.
