First Sunday of Advent                                                                     November 29,  2015 
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Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, and grant us your salvation.
WELCOME TO

THE PARISH UNIT OF

ST. BERNARD’S (Moncton)

SAINT VINCENT (Sackville)

SAINT CLEMENT (Port Elgin)

        & SAINT BARTHOLOMEW (Melrose)
St. Bernard’s: Thursday @ 9:30 AM, Saturday @ 4:00 PM Sunday @ 11:00 AM 

St. Vincent: Sunday @ 9:00 AM

St. Clement's & St. Bartholomew's: Saturday @ 7 PM (alternating)
Priest is available for Confessions prior to Saturday Mass upon request.

PASTORAL MINISTRY TEAM:
Priest Moderator: Rev. Allison S. Carroll            Social Justice:  Claudia McCloskey 

Assistant:  (part-time) Rev. Charles Broderick   Catechetics:  Lorella Dunnett
Liturgy: Rick Shaw, Deb Gillespie                Adult Faith:  Dr. Andrew Wilson
STAFF:
Secretary: Darlene McGraw, sbhf@rogers.com                  Custodian:  Michel Saulnier

Bookkeeper:  Barb Bowes, stbacct@rogers.com   
           Facilities Manager: Mike Murphy 

Catechetical Coordinator:  Lorella Dunnett, lorella_st.bernards@hotmail.com 
OFFICE: 43 Botsford St. Moncton, NB E1C 4W9 Phone 857-0425 Fax 857-9565 

Web Site:  www.stbernardschurch.ca
Monday to Friday: 9 AM–12 PM & 1–4 PM  

Mass Intentions for this Week
Thurs.
Dec. 03rd@  9:30 AM—late Eddy & Barbara Roach

Family
Sat.
Dec. 05th @  4:00 PM—anniv. late Marie Russell

Terry & Barb Nolan
Sun. 
Dec. 06th @11:00AM—late Eleanor Arsenault


Reg Arsenault 
OFFERINGS from November 21 & 22, 2015
Regular Envelopes (299) $ 7,364.00 Loose $ 677.40 Karing Kitchen $ 143.00
Christmas Flowers (1) $ 30.00 Capital Expenditure (10) $ 2,275.00 People in Need (85) $ 2,593.00
Evangelization of People (2) $ 40.00 All Soul's Day (1) $ 30.00 
Refugee Crisis ( 2) $ 270.00 Needs of Cdn Church (1) $ 50.00 Christmas Boxes (2) $ 1,000.00
Thank you for your generous and continued support! 
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ARK YOUR CALENDARS
· Carmelites - 3rd Tuesday of the Month @ 7 PM
· RCIA - Wednesdays @ 7 PM 
· Circle of Friends - after 9:30 AM Mass (Dec. 10 last one before Christmas)
· Next CWL Craft Group - Tuesday, Dec. 01, 1-3 PM - Church Hall  
· Next Baptism Preparation - Tuesdays, January 5 & 12, 2016
· Next Baptisms - Sunday, Jan. 31 @ 2 PM
· Advent Penitential Service - St. Bernard's - Sunday, Dec. 13 @ 2 PM
· Advent Evening Prayer - 7 PM,  Thursdays, Dec. 3, 10, & 17 
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Help us keep the air we share healthy & fragrance free.

St. Bernard's Parish encourages all users of our place of worship, meeting rooms and parish office to refrain from using scents.  
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Ecclesiastes 3…Under every season there is a time…A TIME TO HEAL…we remember in our prayers  those who are sick...

Sandra Cluney, Jaime Bulmer, Teresa Chase, and Fr. Maurice Guimond.
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A TIME TO MOURN…our sincere sympathies to the familes of:
May Cox, wife of (late) John "Jack" Cox

Kaye Rafferty, wife of Philip Rafferty
Bill Weir, husand of Eileen (Trities) Weir
and to all those who mourn the loss of a loved one...
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Lions recycle for Sight - Changing Lives, One Pair at a Time
Used eyeglasses are recycled, cleaned, sorted by prescription strength, then packaged and  distributed to people in need in developing countries where they will have the greatest impact.  A Lions Recycle for Sight box will be at the main entrance of the church for you to drop off unwanted eyeglasses.
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Circle of Friends:  Thursday, December 10th will be the last gathering before Christmas.  Will resume in January.
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Sunday Missals  2015/2016
We have a limited number of Sunday Missals at the cost of $ 5.00 each.

You may purchase a copy at the Parish office during regular 
office hours while they last.
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DONATIONS TO THE PARISH  - YEAR END
All donations must be received prior to December 31st
if they are to be included in the 2015 tax year.
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Offices of Faith Development, Liturgy

& Youth Faith Development
Contact information:
Ellen - 857-9952 or ellen.diocesemoncton@gmail.com
Trevor - 857-4879 or trevord.diocese@gmail.com                                       Deb at liturgymoncton@gmail.com
Books for Breakfast:  Young adults (19-39) are invited to join our book discussion group as we look at I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban, by Malala Yousafzai.  We will be meeting on Saturday, Dec. 5th, 10 AM at Damascus Coffee, 710 Coverdale Rd., Riverview.  Contact Trevor for more information.  

Theology on Tap:  Our Theology on Tap speakers series for young adults scheduled for Monday, Nov. 22nd (Transformation:  Not Just the Bread & Wine) was rescheduled due to inclement weather.  It will now take place on Monday, Feb. 22nd.  Watch your bulletin for announcements about upcoming Theology on Tap sessions in Jan. and Feb. 

Advent Idea for Youth and their Families:  Mary Advent Calendar - Create this beautiful advent calendar centered on Mary. Each day family members can add a star to surround an image of Mary and Jesus. For ideas on how to create the calendar go to: http://www.thatartistwoman.org/2012/11/advent-calendars.html
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Faith Development at St. Bernard's
Catechism Schedule - November/December

	Years
	Time
	Day/Date

	1 through 7
	9:30 - 10:45 AM


	Sunday -  Nov. 29

Sunday -  Dec. 13

	1, 2, 3, 7 
	12:15 - 1:30 PM


	Sunday  - Nov. 29

Sunday  - Dec. 13

	Exception:  Nov. 29  all Year 7's - will meet at 6 PM

	4, 5, & 6 


	6:30 - 7:45 PM
	Tuesday, Dec. 15

	All years - Advent Celebration
	11 AM Mass
	Sunday - Dec. 20

	Dec. 27 and Jan. 3 - Christmas Break - No Classes


Knights of Columbus - Council 11985 - 91 Murphy St.  Brunch,  Nov. 29, 8 AM to 12 Noon.  Adults $ 8. children under 15 years - $ 2. and under 5 free.  Profits for the Cathedral renovation.

[image: image12.png]mends

reintegration

Respect
Hope . e
inglusion

circle € © forgiveness

Restoratlve

advocate g €2l109

Victims o ,ustlc

s EQUAUIbY i
responsibili
gRecopnmle ’
: O

=

-t

0
o3
uoy.

closure

z(nunulu
@dgqgum




The Guy-Sheila Gagne Foundation We are also selling our nut cluster chocolates, $5/pound. Thank you for your support. For info. call Guy & Sheila 383-7919.
Special collection to help the Syrian refuges on Nov. 28 & 29:  The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) has endorsed a joint fundraising campaign to assist the Syrian refugees.  This campaign involves the Development and Peace, Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) Canada and CNEWA Canada (Catholic Near East Welfare Association). Those wishing to make a financial donation may do so through the parish.  For income tax receipts, please put your donation in an envelope with your name, parish envelope number or address and indicate "Help to the Refugees".  Donations rec'd will be matched by the Canadian government until December 31, 2015.  Thank you for your generosity and support.   Archbishop Valéry Vienneau
Sponsorship of a Syrian Refugee Family:  At the public meeting at Edith Cavell School on Nov.12, all of the English pastoral units in the city were represented and various individuals expressed an interest in sponsoring a refugee family. Such sponsorship involves two primary responsibilities; personal support for the family(such as shopping, schools, banking, health, etc.) and financial support depending on the size of the family for a 12 month period. To best gauge the level of interest and support, each of the three English pastoral units will hold a meeting, and St. Bernard’s is Sunday, Dec. 6 at 2 PM in the church hall to further discuss opportunities, responsibilities and plans. If you have any interest in sponsoring a Syrian refugee family, please plan to attend. MAGMA is holding a training session for volunteers willing to work with refugee families from Syria (as well as other countries) on Dec. 3 at 6 PM in the atrium of the Peace Centre. Please call MAGMA to register for that session 858-9659.
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Christmas Boxes: The Social Justice team has begun planning for the Christmas Boxes for the needy. St. Bernard's will prepare 50 boxes this year. Coordination of the food boxes is done in collaboration with the Food Depot/Alimentaire, so that boxes have the same contents and recipients are registered. Monies for the Christmas boxes comes from the generous donations received through the special envelope for People in Need and individual contributions. Those who wish to request a box can call the parish Social Justice phone line at  204-4882 for guidance.
For People in Need:  You will see in your envelope packets for November that there is one identified as for People in Need. Your generosity over the year has enabled the parish to assist with Christmas Boxes, help the homeless and at risk through the YMCA Reconnect programs and support the Food Depot. All of these services respond to immediate charitable needs. We also have supported programs that promote improved quality of life through Moncton Headstart, Crossroads for Women, Support to Single Parents, Salvus Clinic and mental health services for youth to name a few. Thank you for your ongoing support to the vulnerable in our community.
Vision Bookstore - Christmas Sale:   45 York St., Moncton (Diocesan Centre) on Saturday, Dec. 5th, 9 AM - 3 PM and take advantage of a special 
Christmas sale where most books and CDs (in stock) will be reduced by 10%.  
Info:  www.visionbookstore.ca  

Please visit our “Facebook Page” regularly and discover our new arrivals every 
week!  NOTE:  A large selection of books will be reduced to $1.00.
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A Great Christmas Gift - Give a ticket to The MetroTones Pop Chorus Christmas Celebration charity concert on Saturday, Dec. 5, 7:30 PM at the Moncton Wesleyan Celebration Center in an effort  to assist the working poor and homeless.  All proceeds go to the Food Depot Alimentaire, with assistance to the Ray of Hope Needy Kitchen & the Karing Kitchen.  Admission is $10 plus two or more non-perishable food items.  Tickets available at:  all 5 Jean Coutu Pharmacies; Read’s Newsstands (Mountain Rd. & Riverview); People’s Park Tower; & Sobeys (Vaughan Harvey Blvd.) or a chorus member.   For info. call 852-9664 or visit metrotones.org
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Season of Advent:  The first Sunday of Advent - November  29th
Advent has a twofold nature:  It prepares us for Christmas, when we recall Christ's first coming among us, and it is also a time when we look forward to his second coming at the end of the ages.  Advent is a season of joyful expectation.  
During Advent, each Sunday's Gospel reading has a specific focus.  The Old Testament readings, especially those taken from Isaiah, are prophecies about the Messiah and messianic times.  The selections from the writings of the Apostles present exhortations and instructions on different themes of this season. 
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Next Craft Group Gathering  - Tues., Dec. 1st - 1 - 3 PM - Church Hall. 
All ladies of the parish are very welcome to attend.
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CWL Monthly Meeting - Monday, December 7th
6:30 PM - Rosary
7:00 PM - Regular Meeting & St. Nicholas Party.   Money Tree for those in need at Christmas.  
           Yankee swap.

Membership fees are due - Please make cheques payable to St. Bernard's CWL.
Annual Reports are due.  New Members Welcome!!!!
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Calling All Knitters:   Yarn has been donated for knitters who wish to make hats, mittens, etc. for the Advent Mitten Tree. If you wish to do some knitting, you can pick up the yarn at the rectory office. Thank you to all the dedicated knitters past & present.
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The Story of the Travelling Mittens:  As the chilly days of December approach, a familiar site for our Advent season will be the return of the Advent Mitten Tree near the main entrance. For many years, parishioners have brought mittens, scarves, hats, socks, in all colors & sizes to keep those who need them warm. Some have been made by hand, some have been chosen by hand, either way, they give warmth to the giver and the receiver. These items do some travelling to reach their destination. Some go in the Christmas Boxes for those in need, some go to Crossroads for Women, some to Reconnect, and some to local schools with children in need. It seems like a simple gift, but it has great care in it. Thank you all for your contributions.
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Advent Prayer:  Loving creator, we ask for your help as we begin this season of joyful expectation.  Give us the longing of your prophet Isaiah that our hearts may not settle for anything less than the coming of your reign.  Give us the honesty of John the Baptist that we may know our need for repentance and forgiveness.  And give us the courageous joy of Mary that we may become true disciples in spite of moments of uncertainty & sorrow.  God, give us patience that we might wait in hope for all your gifts to us.
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Advent Evening Prayer:  Christians are called in baptism to be people of prayer, to pray always, praising God and pleading for the world.  Our priest-moderator, Fr. Carroll, encourages us at the beginning of Advent to be more cognizant of prayer during the Advent season.  Why not try gathering with the faith community for Evening Prayer?  It only takes up a half hour of your time.  We follow the format for Evening Prayer that is offered in our Catholic Book of Worship.  

All parishioners of our parish unit are invited and encouraged to gather for Evening Prayer on Thursday evenings at St. Bernard’s Church at 7 PM, 
December 3, 10, & 17 
Liturgy of the Hours

From the earliest days of the Church, the Faithful would gather to pray. Over time, this habit of communal prayer, came to be centered on specific times, or hours, of the day: partly as a way to sanctify the day, but also as a means of fostering unity in the Church. Indeed, when the Church gathers in prayer it is participating fully in the Mystery of the Trinity. For it is through the action of the Holy Spirit that the Church is united in Christ in His prayer to the Father.  In keeping with the tradition of the Church to pray communally and to foster unity, Evening Prayer is offered through the seasons of Advent and Lent.  Generally, it is a brief service that lasts only 20-25 minutes.

Order of Service for Evening Prayer:
  1. Proclamation of the Light- Sung or Said by Presider

  2. Evening Thanksgiving-Sung by Cantor

  3. Hymn-Sung by whole Assembly

  4. Evening Psalm-Sung by Cantor and Assembly

  5. Psalm Prayer-Presider

  6. Word of God-Lector

  7. Canticle of Mary-Sung by whole Assembly

  8. Intercessions-Sung by Cantor

  9. Lord's Prayer-Recited by whole Assembly

10. Concluding Prayer-Presider

11. Blessing-Presider and Cantor and Assembly

12. Sign of Peace

(Source: General Instruction of the Liturgy of the Hours)
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Remembering our Deceased Family and Friends 

with Christmas Flowers
Once again this year, you are invited to make monetary donations for our Christmas floral arrangements in memory of deceased loved ones.  All monies contributed will be used to purchase flowers that will decorate our church throughout the Christmas season.  If you would like to donate funds for Christmas flowers in memory of a loved one you may do so by completing the information below & placing it with your donation in a plain envelope.  That envelope can be put into the collection basket at mass or dropped off at the office. Names will be in the Christmas bulletin.  
Thank you to all those who donate to this yearly project.  
In Memory of: 







 


Donated by:   











Address:        










Envelope #    



Amount donated $
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The following children were welcomed into

St. Bernard's Parish  community

through the Sacrament of Baptism

Sunday, November 22, 2015
Abigail Marilyn Anthony, child of Jason & Robyn
Vivienne Marie Grant, child of Harry & Renée
Savannah Leigh Jose, child of  Oliver & Anne Mary

Andre Phillipe Malmis, child of  Jonas & Rose Marie

Box Joaqui Manulat, child of Arnel & Jennifer Rose

May Jesus bless your precious little one with his love and grace.
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Volunteer Centre’s Respite Care Services for Children with Special Needs program offers local families hours of relief care and an opportunity for their child to make new friends.  We need caring people to help support these families a few hours each month. We are presently looking for volunteers in the following areas: Dieppe, Moncton, Riverview, Hillsborough, Dorchester, Shediac and Kent County. For more information please contact: Edie Savoie Shituku, Director of Respite Care Services, Volunteer Centre of Southeastern NB Inc. 22 Church Street, Suite T290, Moncton, NB, E1E 0P7 (506)869-6774 email: respite@nb.aibn.com 
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Knights of Columbus - Council 1310, Breakfast - Sunday,  Dec 6th, 8 AM to 12:30 PM - 84 Broadway.  Adults $7 - Children $3 & Children 5 & under free.  Everyone Welcome.

Advent Retreats:  Prepare the Way of the Lord! We are happy to provide an opportunity for our youth (Gr. 7 - 12), men and women to prepare our hearts to celebrate Christ’s birth.  Youth: Friday, Dec.11, 7 – 8:30 PM, Men: Morning of Reflection, Saturday,  Dec. 12, 9 -11:30 AM, Women: Afternoon of Reflection, Saturday, Dec.12, 2015, 1 - 3:30 PM.  Mass at 11:30.All talks to take place in St. Bernard’s Parish Hall.

Reflections will be directed by Fr. John Curran, LC. He will be assisted by Br. Darren Wallace, LC.  For more info: or to register please email Deb D’Ettore at: d.ettoredeb07@gmail.com or call 506 215 0091.
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Supporting the Karing Kitchen:  For over 25 years, the Karing Kitchen has been serving a hot meal from Mon. to Fri. at noontime to the homeless and needy. For many individuals this is their only opportunity to interact with others. St. Bernard's has been an ongoing supporter of the Karing Kitchen, and one of the annual events we have participated in is, 'Let's Do Lunch'. You will see the little red cards at the church entrances. You can send these to a friend or family member and the note on the card says that a donation to the meals has been made in their honor. Then you fill out the white paper inside the card, put it and your donation in an envelope marked Karing Kitchen and simply place it in the collection basket at mass. We will deliver these envelopes to the Karing Kitchen. Thank you from the hungry of the downtown area. 

The First Saturday of the Month Mass will be celebrated at the St. Bernard Church on December 5 at  9:30 AM. Confession before the Mass. Doors open at 8:30. Rosary at 9:10.  All are welcome. 
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Restorative Justice Week 2015 
Developing Awareness

In the face of crime and conflict, RJ is a philosophy and an approach that views crime and conflict principally as harm done to people and relationships. It strives to provide support and safe opportunities for the voluntary participation and communication between those affected (victims, offenders, and community) to encourage accountability, reparation, and a movement towards understanding, feelings of satisfaction, healing, safety and a sense of closure.  RJ is a non-adversarial, non-retributive approach to justice that emphasizes healing in victims, meaningful accountability of offenders, and the involvement of citizens in creating healthier, safer communities.  RJ views crime as a violation of people and relationships. RJ is an approach that seeks to determine who has been hurt, what their needs are, and how these needs can be addressed. RJ uses processes that are collaborative and inclusive to all parties affected - victim, offender and community.  Victims can tell their story; be certain the offender understands the impact; find answers to questions; hold the offender accountable; and if possible, identify what can be done to repair the harm.  Offenders can tell their story; accept responsibility for and acknowledge the harm caused; hear how their behavior affected others; and participate in determining how to repair the harm.

Communities can be empowered to gain a better understanding of the root causes of crime, engage in a process to express and reduce their fears, and contribute to an understanding of the wider impacts of crime.

Schedule for Advent, Christmas, 

New Year’s Eve & New Year's Day


St. Bernard's - Evening Prayer 

Thursdays during Advent @ 7 PM 

December 3, 10, and 17

Christmas Eve (Thursday  - December 24)

St. Bernard’s 

 5 PM (family Mass), 8 PM & 10 PM

St. Clement's, Port Elgin  
 6 PM

St. Vincent’s, Sackville 
 8 PM

Christmas Morning (Friday) - December 25)
St. Bernard’s 

11 AM

New Year's Eve (Thursday - December 31)
St. Bernard's


6 PM

St. Vincent's, Sackville
7 PM (includes both St. Clement's & St. Bartholomew's)

New Year's Day (Friday  - January 1)

St. Bernard's 

11 AM
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ADVENT PENITENTIAL SERVICES
Holy Family Church (Blessed Elizabeth of the Trinity)

Thursday, December 10th - 6:30 PM

St. Bernard's Church

Sunday - December 13th @ 2:00 PM
St. Augustine's Church (Queen of All Saints Unit)
Monday, December 21st @ 7:00 PM
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Advent season is the beginning of a new year in our liturgical church life.  Advent still remains a time of preparation, however, the focus is on a joyous preparation.  The circle of greens with four candles of the same color (white) signifies the unity of the season.  We do not break it up with one week being more joyous than another.  Advent is clearly identified as a season of anticipation, not of penance.
The color white connects us to the white of the Easter Candle (Paschal Candle or Christ Candle).  No matter what we celebrate throughout the liturgical year, it is always a part of the Paschal Mystery, the Life, Death, and Resurrection of Christ.  We are an Easter people even during this season.
With the successive lighting of one, two, three and finally four candles, there is the idea of increasing light.  The Advent season should be an accounting of how we have lived our lives over the past year.  Have we become better disciples?  Has there been a change in our hearts?  If not what needs to change?  Has our faith life deepened?  How?  What steps have we taken to work on our relationship with God, with Jesus, with our Church community?
What are some of the acts of kindness or generosity that we could do that could start in Advent, but continue on throughout the year?  Could we adopt a senior and keep in contact with them throughout the year, by phone calls, cooking a meal, offering to drive them.  What about our caregivers who have loved ones they are taking care of.  Could we not offer to spend some time and allow them to go out for a few hours to rejuvenate them?  What about offering some time for the special care homes?  Do you play an instrument?  Could you go and offer once a month to entertain?  What about members of our community who live with cancer?  So often these people feel they are bothering other people.  They need help getting groceries, having a meal cooked or other special errands.  What about making other justice connections?
Advent is meant to be the beginning of a new heart for justice.  

How will you change this Advent season for the long term?
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