First Sunday of Advent                                                                      November 30, 2014
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"Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come."
(Mark 13:33)
WELCOME TO

THE PARISH UNIT OF

ST. BERNARD’S (Moncton)

SAINT VINCENT (Sackville)

SAINT CLEMENT (Port Elgin)

        & SAINT BARTHOLOMEW (Melrose)

St. Bernard’s: Thursday @ 9:30 AM, Saturday @ 4:00 PM Sunday @ 11:00 AM
St. Vincent: Sunday @ 9:00 AM

St. Clement's & St. Bartholomew's: Saturday @ 7 PM (alternating)
Priest is available for Confessions prior to Saturday Mass upon request.

PASTORAL MINISTRY TEAM:

Priest Moderator: Rev. Allison S. Carroll            Social Justice:  Claudia McCloskey 

Assistant:  (part-time) Rev. Charles Broderick   Catechetics:  Lorella Dunnett
Liturgy: Rick Shaw, Deb Gillespie                Adult Faith:  Dr. Andrew Wilson
STAFF:
Secretary: Darlene McGraw, sbhf@rogers.com                  Custodian:  Michel Saulnier

Bookkeeper:  Barb Bowes, stbacct@rogers.com    

Catechetical Coordinator:  Lorella Dunnett, lorella_st.bernards@hotmail.com 
Facilities & Activities Coordinator: Sam Ermen 

OFFICE: 43 Botsford St. Moncton, NB E1C 4W9 Phone 857-0425 Fax 857-9565 

Web Site:  www.stbernardschurch.ca
Parish  Office Hours:  Monday to Friday: 9 AM – 12 PM & 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Mass Intentions for this Week
Thurs.
Dec. 04th @    9:30 AM—late John Milburn


Angela Kinden
Sat.
Dec. 06th @    4:00 PM—anniv. late Ralph Donkin

Florence
Sun. 
Dec. 07th @  11:00 AM—anniv. late Whitney Payne

Gordon & Lois Gallie
OFFERINGS from November 22nd & 23rd, 2014
Regular Envelopes $ 6,300.00 Loose $ 731.60 Karing Kitchen $ 58.74
Capital Expenditure $ 330.00 Christmas Boxes $ 200.00 
People in Need $ 3,079.00 All Soul's Day $ 85.00

Thank you for your generous and continued support!
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS
· Carmelites - 3rd Tuesday of the Month @ 7 PM
· Next Baptism Preparation Course - Tuesday, January 6th & 13th
· RCIA - Wednesdays @ 7 PM 
· Circle of Friends - Thursdays after 9:30 AM Mass 
· Next Baptisms - Nov. 30 @ 2 PM
· CWL monthly meeting - Monday, December 1st (see note in bulletin)

· Advent Penitential Service - St. Bernard's - Sunday, December 14 @ 2 PM

· Advent Evening Prayer - 7 PM,  December 4th, 11th, and 18th
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Armed Forces Blessing
Praise to you, ever-watchful God, for you are our refuge and strength in every time and place.  Send your blessing upon those who have served and are now serving our country.  Let your peace be the sentry that stands guard over their lives and shield them from all harm.
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Ecclesiastes3…Under every season there is a time…

A TIME TO HEAL…we remember in our prayers  those who are sick...
Pat Lawlor, Lylla Roach, May Cox, Bob Landry, Rodney Owens, Michael Nowlan, Katie Ermen, Helen Donahue, Sheila Goguen, Dave Chaulk, and Barbara Roach.
[image: image5.jpg]



A TIME TO MOURN…our sincere sympathies to families of...
Richard MacDonald, husband of Francine, Bertha Richard, 

Paul Richard, husband of Helen, Wayne Steeves, brother of Darlene Cain (Don), and Cecil Carter, uncle of Gail Carter.                              And for all those who mourn the loss of a loved one......
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St. Bernard's Church is open Monday to Friday 11 AM to 1 PM
Please feel very welcome to come and use the church at this time as an opportunity for quiet reflection, personal prayer, or simply a time of
refreshment for the soul.
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DONATIONS TO THE PARISH  -- YEAR END
All donations must be received prior to December 31st
if they are to be included in the 2014 tax year.
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ST. BERNARD'S BUILDING COMMITTEE UPDATE
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As promised in last week’s bulletin, the Building Committee is  proud to share with you an overview of the work that was completed during our $1,000,000 Capital Campaign.  
This week, we are focusing on the work undertaken by the Building Committee in 2009 and 2010.
2009 – the year of “renovations” that were important, but not something we could see as a Parishioner.  The major projects completed (on time and on budget) in 2009 included:

· The Church's oil heating system was replaced with a natural gas system

· A new fire alarm system was installed at the Church

· A new emergency lighting system and exit signs were installed in the Church

· New electrical panels were installed in the Church

· New metal storage shelving was installed in the Church basement

· Lighting in the main Church was upgraded

2009 was also the year that we launched our $1,000,000 Capital Campaign.  This was a very important campaign because, as a Parish, we had decided that we would only undertake construction projects that we had raised the money for.  The work of the Building Committee was not going to put the Parish into debt.  The initial launch of our $1,000,000 Capital Campaign was very well received by Parishioners as people very quickly began contributing to the campaign – Thank you!
2010 –a very exciting year for the Parish!!  A project that was very important to Father Carroll and all Parishioners was the installation of an elevator – the elevator project officially started in 2010.  As well, in 2010, the Building Committee also worked on the following:
· A new portable storage building was placed at the back of the Church

· Work on the new barrier-free washrooms in the Church basement was started 

· A new water and sewer service was installed from Botsford St. to the Church
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Building Committee Vision:  As a vibrant faith community, we will create an environment that promotes a sense of belonging for all generations while reinforcing St. Bernard’s history and architectural presence.
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 A drop-in letter writing event will take place from 12 - 5 PM on Sat., Dec 6 at the Bibliothèque Champlain Library, Université de Moncton, for Amnesty International.  No membership or donation required & all materials will be supplied,.  This is to commemorate the International Day of Human Rights on Dec. 11.  Refreshments will be provided and there is plenty of free parking.
Vision Bookstore:  Christmas Sale - One Day Only.  45 York St., Moncton (Diocesan Centre) on Sat., Dec. 6th, 9 AM - 3 PM & take advantage of a special Christmas sale where most books and CDs (in stock) will be reduced by 10%.  Info.:  www.visionbookstore.ca  A large selection of books will be reduced to $1.00.
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From the Offices of Faith Development, 
Liturgy & Youth Faith Development
Ellen - 857- 9952 or ellen.diocesemoncton@gmail.com;
Trevor - 857-4879 or trevord.diocese@gmail.com
Deb at liturgymoncton@gmail.com
Living by Grace...What a Concept! - Claudette Derdaele will be facilitating a day-long retreat for young adults 19-39 on Saturday, Dec. 6th, 9 AM - 8 PM at the Immaculate Heart of Mary parish rectory (5 Fatima Dr., Riverview).   Meals provided, and there is no registration fee for this event.  Please register by contacting Trevor.
Year of Joy:  His Holiness, Pope Francis arrived in most of our parishes this weekend.  Throughout the year, he will share his thoughts with us.  Each of the quotes appearing in the speech bubble come from Evangelii Gaudium, The Joy of the Gospel, the apostolic exhortation of the Holy Father which was released last year.  The Adult Faith Commission has been studying this document since last spring and wanted to share it with everyone.  If interested, you can download the entire document from the Vatican website, www.vatican.va or purchase a copy of the document in book form from the Vision Book Store for $ 12.  Watch for a change in the quotes from The Joy of the Gospel every couple of weeks and for other initiatives 
 
Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel), paragraph 6)
"Joy adapts and changes, but it always endures, even as a flicker of light born of our personal certainty that, when everything  is said and done, we are infinitely loved."
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Catechism Schedule
November 30th 
Morning Gatherings @ 9:45 AM or 12:15 PM
December 07th 
Morning Gatherings @ 9:45 AM or 12:15 PM
December 14th 
Morning Gatherings @ 9:45 AM or 12:15 PM
December 21st  Advent Celebrations
December 28th, 2014 & January 4th, 2015  Christmas Break  Catechism Gatherings.
Classes will resume on January 11th @ 9:45 AM or 12:15 PM
Prayer of Gratitude:  The confirmation class have been reflecting on the meaning of social justice as they grow & live their call to discipleship. They wanted to offer this prayer (composed by them) to share the meaning of their little project with Guy & Sheila Gagne.
Dear loving & compassionate God, giver of all gifts, we are grateful for all that you have given us, & we thank you for the opportunity to have helped the Guy-Sheila Gagne Foundation in their work to help the street children of Brazil.  By sharing in the Gagne's “dream of little things” we pray that our bottle drive will help—even in a small way—your children & our brothers & sisters who are less fortunate & hurting this Christmas season.

May the Gagne's unselfish work be an inspiration to us all.  May we remember to keep our hearts & minds open to you, as we live each day, in your grace and mercy, Amen.
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Thank you to  St. Bernard's Pastoral Team and all those involved in helping to organize, prepare, and serve at the reception  for the Mass of the Deceased.  It was truly appreciated.
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Sunday Missals  2014/2015
We have a limited number of Sunday Missals at the cost of $ 5.00 each.  You may purchase a copy at the Parish office during regular office hours while they last.
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CWL Monthly Meeting - Monday, December 1st
6:30 PM - Rosary
7:00 PM - Regular Meeting 



   St. Nicholas Party, Money Tree, Carols, & Gift Swap ($10) 

Membership fees are due.  Please make cheques payable to St. Bernard's CWL

Annual Reports are due at the end of December.  New Members Welcome!
Knights of Columbus Council 1310 (84 Broadway St.) Sunday Dec. 7th, 8:30 to 12:30.  Adults $ 7, 5-12 years of age - $3, children under 5 free.
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The Guy-Sheila Gagne Foundation is selling delicious nut cluster chocolates, $5/ pound.  As well as copies of Guy's book, South of Damascus, for  $ 20.00.  For more info. call Guy and Sheila at 383-7919

Christmas Among Friends -   A very special Christmas concert is in store for local music lovers when the Neil Michaud Men's Choir joins forces with "Tutta Musica."   The two groups will perform at the St John's United Church, Tues.,   Dec.   2@ 8 PM. Guest soloists are Monette Gould and Nadine Poirier. Tickets available from choir members or at the door.  Adults $15, Students $10 (free for children 12 yrs and under).
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Lord, we come before your throne of grace asking you to
protect our troops. Strengthen them with your power and
minister to their spirits

“No weapon formed against them shall prosper.” and

1y pressence will go with you and I will give you rest”

May miracles abound them





Notice from Archbishop Valéry Vienneau
Father Jean-Guy Dallaire was chosen and accepted to become Vicar General for the Archdiocese of Moncton.
Archbishop Valéry Vienneau sincerely thanks Father Jean-Guy for accepting.  In the past, Father Jean-Guy has been Vicar General with Archbishop Emeritus André Richard.  
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                     ADVENT PRAYER
Loving creator, we ask your help as we begin this season of joyful expectation.  Give us the longing of your prophet Isaiah that our hearts may not settle for anything less than the coming of your reign.  Give us the honesty of John the Baptist that we may know our need for repentance and forgiveness.  And give us the courageous joy of Mary that we may become true disciples in spite of moments of uncertainty & sorrow.  God, give us patience that we might wait in hope for all your gifts to us.
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Season of Advent:  The first Sunday of Advent - November 30th
Advent has a twofold nature:  It prepares us for Christmas, when we recall Christ's first coming among us,  and it is also a time when we look forward to his second coming at the end of the ages.  Advent is a season of joyful expectation.  During Advent, each Sunday's Gospel reading has a specific focus.  The Old Testament readings, especially those taken from Isaiah, are prophecies about the Messiah and messianic times.  The selections from the writings of the Apostles present exhortations and instructions on different themes of this season.
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ADVENT EVENING PRAYER
Christians are called in baptism to be people of prayer, to pray always, praising God and pleading for the world.  Our priest-moderator, Fr. Carroll, encourages us at the beginning of Advent to be more cognizant of prayer during the Advent season.  Why not try gathering with the faith community for Evening Prayer?  It only takes up a half hour of your time.  We follow the format for Evening Prayer that is offered in our Catholic Book of Worship.  
All parishioners of our parish unit are invited and encouraged to gather for the Evening Prayer on Thursday evenings at St. Bernard’s Church at 7 PM - December 4th, 11th, and 18th.
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ADVENT PENITENTIAL SERVICES
St. Bernard's Church

Sunday - December 14th @ 2:00 PM
St. Augustine's (Queen of All Saints Unit)
Wednesday, December 17th @ 6:30 PM

Holy Family Church (Blessed Elizabeth of the Trinity)
Wednesday, December 9th - 6:30 PM
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A Great Christmas Gift: Give a ticket to The MetroTones Pop Chorus  Christmas  charity concert  held on  Friday, Dec. 19th, 7:30 PM at the Moncton Wesleyan Celebration Centre  in an effort  to assist the working poor and homeless.  Special Guest is Kelley Mooney from PEI, known for her approved lyrically-adapted re-write of Leonard Cohen’s  Hallelujah, reaching # 3 on the Christian Digital Songs Chart and viewed over 9 million times on YouTube and GodTube. All proceeds go to the Food Depot Alimentaire, with assistance to the Ray of Hope Needy Kitchen, and the Karing Kitchen.  Admission is $10. plus two or more non-perishable food items.  Tickets available at:  all 5 Jean Coutu Pharmacies; all Read’s Newsstands; People’s Park Tower;  Hospice Shoppe;  and Sobeys (Vaughn  Harvey Blvd.) For more information  call 852-9664 or visit www.metrotones.org. The MetroTones thank the Greater Monton Sunrise Rotary Club for being a major sponsor.
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Christmas Boxes:  The Social Justice team has begun planning for the Christmas Boxes for the needy. St. Bernard's will prepare 50 boxes this year. Coordination of the food boxes is done in collaboration with the Food Depot/ Alimentaire, so that boxes have the same contents and recipients are registered. Monies for the Christmas boxes come from the generous donations received through the special envelope for People in Need and individual contributions. Those who wish to request a box can call the parish social justice phone line at 204-4882 for guidance. 
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The Story of the Travelling Mittens:  As the chilly days of December approach, a familiar site for our Advent season will be the return of the Advent Mitten Tree near the main entrance. For many years, parishioners have brought mittens, scarves, hats, socks, in all colors & sizes to keep those who need them warm. Some have been made by hand, some have been chosen by hand, either way, they give warmth to the giver and the receiver. These items do some travelling to reach their destination. Some go in the Christmas Boxes for those in need, some go to Crossroads for Women, some to Reconnect, and some to local schools with children in need. It seems like a simple gift, but it has great care in it. Thank you all for your contributions.
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 Calling All Knitters:   Yarn has been donated for knitters who wish to make hats, mittens, etc for the Advent Mitten Tree. If you wish to do some knitting, you can pick up the yarn at the rectory office.  Thank you to all the dedicated knitters past & present.
The First Saturday of the Month Mass will be celebrated at the St. Bernard Church on December 6th at  9:30 AM. Confession before the Mass. Doors open at 8:30. Rosary at 9:10.  All are welcome. 
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Congratulations  and best wishes to:

Shirley Clement
who will celebrate her 80th birthday on November 29th
Christmas Among Friends -   A very special Christmas concert is in store for local music lovers when the Neil Michaud Men's Choir joins forces with "Tutta Musica."   The two groups will perform at the St John's United Church, Tues.,   Dec.   2@ 8 PM. Guest soloists are Monette Gould and Nadine Poirier. Tickets available from choir members or at the door.  Adults $15, Students $10 (free for children 12 yrs and under).
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The Advent season is the beginning of a new year in our liturgical church life.  Advent still remains a time of preparation, however, the focus is on a joyous preparation.  The circle of greens with four candles of the same color (white) signifies the unity of the season.  We do not break it up with one week being more joyous than another.  Advent is clearly identified as a season of anticipation, not of penance.
The color white connects us to the white of the Easter Candle (Paschal Candle or Christ Candle).  No matter what we celebrate throughout the liturgical year, it is always a part of the Paschal Mystery, the Life, Death, and Resurrection of Christ.  We are an Easter people even during this season.

With the successive lighting of one, two, three and finally four candles, there is the idea of increasing light.  The Advent season should be an accounting of how we have lived our lives over the past year.  Have we become better disciples?  Has there been a change in our hearts?  If not what needs to change?  Has our faith life deepened?  How?  What steps have we taken to work on our relationship with God, with Jesus, with our Church community?
What are some of the acts of kindness or generosity that we could do that could start in Advent, but continue on throughout the year?  Could we adopt a senior and keep in contact with them throughout the year, by phone calls, cooking a meal, offering to drive them.  What about our caregivers who have loved ones they are taking care of.  Could we not offer to spend some time and allow them to go out for a few hours to rejuvenate them?  What about offering some time for the special care homes?  Do you play an instrument?  Could you go and offer once a month to entertain?  What about members of our community who live with cancer?  So often these people feel they are bothering other people.  They need help getting groceries, having a meal cooked or other special errands.  What about making other justice connections?
Advent is meant to be the beginning of a new heart for justice.  
How will you change this Advent season for the long term?
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Remembering our Deceased Family and Friends with Christmas Flowers
Once again this year, you are invited to make monetary donations for our Christmas floral arrangements in memory of deceased loved ones.  All monies contributed will be used to purchase flowers that will decorate our church throughout the Christmas season.  If you would like to donate funds for Christmas flowers in memory of a loved one you may do so by completing the information below & placing it with your donation in a plain envelope.  That envelope can be put into the collection basket at mass or dropped off at the office. Names will be in the Christmas bulletin.  Thank you to all those who donate to this yearly project.
In Memory of: 










Donated by:   











Address:        









Envelope #    MS51



 Amount



Schedule for Advent, Christmas, 

New Year’s Eve & New Year's Day



St. Bernard's - Evening Prayer 

Thursdays during Advent @ 7 PM

(December 4th, 11th, 18th)

Advent Penitential Service
St. Bernard's - Sunday, December . 14th @ 2:00 PM
Christmas Eve (Wednesday  - December 24th)

St. Bernard’s @ 5 PM (family Mass), 8 PM & 10 PM

St. Bartholomew's - Melrose @ 5:00 PM

St. Vincent’s - Sackville @ 8:00 PM

Christmas Morning (Thursday - December 25th)

St. Bernard’s @ 11:00 AM

New Year's Eve (Wednesday - December 31st)

St. Bernard's -- 6:00 PM

St. Vincent's @ 7 PM (includes both St. Clement's & St. Bartholomew's)

New Year's Day (Thursday - January 1st)

St. Bernard's @ 11 AM

